
   3 6   /  Report on the th Annual ARLIS NA Conference
, ,  1-5, 2 0 0 8Denver Colorado May

  by Alison Pattern

With  the support of the ARLIS Ontario chapte r, I had the opportunity  to  att end the 
ARLIS/ NA conference in Denver, Colorado in May 2008. I will not forget the exp erience 
of meeting and learning from knowledg eable art librarians.  

For me, the conference b egan with  a photo graphic cons ervati on workshop facilitated by 
librarian Laura Harris and coll e cti ons  manager Lucy von Brachel, both  from the 
Metr opolitan Museum of Art. This workshop provided a hands-on opportunity .  The 
participants w ere allow ed to  touch and view  example s  of histo rical photo graphic prints. 
S e eing example s  of diff erent photo graphic image s ,  under a 30x loop, made the slight 
diff erenc e s  b etwe en ea ch print apparent. It was  a great intr oducti on to  the conferenc e .  

Following this workshop was  a never-ending array of s e s sions. The subjects span from 
buying rare book s  on eBay to  the de ep  blue reposito ry at the University  of Michigan. 
Every s e s sion provided knowledg eable facilitato rs  and fascinating subjects,  which 
demonstr ated the breath  of the art librarian field. Only when I was  on my plane back to  
Detr oit (follow ed by a long shuttle ride to  London) did I really the full s c ope was  what I 
learnt.

Refl e cting now on the conferenc e ,  I can s ee the importance of topics  that I have learnt 
about during my studie s .  The one that remains prevalent with  me is digitizati on, and 
digital pres ervati on.  It s e em s  that many institutions  are researching and dev eloping 
ways to  make their coll e cti ons  more acc e s sible to  on-line users. The most popular 
means of doing s o  is digitizati on. Howev er, with  digitizati on come questi ons  of el e ctr onic 
pres ervati on. During the conferenc e ,  and in my studie s ,  it has  b e c ome cl ear that these 
are important que sti ons  in not only the art librarianship field, but for all  fields that fall into  
the library and archive s  field. I have b e en left que sti oning where the future of 
librarianship is heading. This topic is s ometh ing I have b e c ome v ery inte re sted in, and 
have b egun researching thorough the Pres ervati on and Cons ervati on cours e ,  which is 
off ered at the University  of We ste rn Ontario.

The opportunity  to  att end the ARLIS/ NA conference is a rewarding exp erience for any 
Informati on and Library S cience student. I wa s  able to  connect with  oth er students 
(mostly from the United State s) .  It was  important for me to  meet these individuals, and 
share our coll e ctive s cholarly exp erienc e .  Next year we will be able to  share anoth er 
exp erience as  we s earch for jobs.  The coll egial atmosphere allow s  us to  share with  one 
anoth er, and help each oth er. I know  that this networking will be e s s ential when I b egin 
my job s earch. 



 The amount of knowledge that I acquired cannot be surmis ed in few short paragraphs. I 
would like to  thank the members  of the ARLIS/ NA Ontario chapte r, for providing me 
with  the funding to  att end. It was  such a valuable exp erienc e ,  which truly reinforc ed my 
decision to  pursue art librarianship as  a care er. Thank-you, thank-you, thank-you.
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